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 BIO/HISTORY

William Michael Barbee is a Newark Native and was educated in the Newark Public School System.  He attended Arts High School; Jersey City State College, majoring in Biology with a minor in Fine Arts; Rutgers University, graduating with a Degree in Business Management; McAllister/American Academy of Mortuary Science, graduating with a Diploma in Mortuary Science and Funeral Services.
During the summer of 1980 and upon entering Arts High School, the Barbee family was the victim of an arson fire. As a result, William’s family would forever be displaced and separated.  This took a toll on his ability to adjust to the many changes that were before him. He attended his first year of high school with donated clothing from friends, strangers, and a voucher from The Salvation Army. As a direct result of the fire, watching childhood friends deaths due to street violence, drug abuse, disease and depression, William realized that he needed to change his circumstances. 
While attending a summer program at UMDNJ called Student for Medicine and Dentistry, William would have other setbacks. It would take a carjacking that would be become his last straw. William states that, “It seemed as if his life was at a standstill and that he was spiraling in a freefall.” He would battle years of depression and significant life challenges. He was introduced to professional counseling and received support and guidance through Forensic Psychotherapist Dr. Shelly Neiderbach. There he would learn basic life skills for living. He began to surround himself with positive individuals who nurtured him with unconditional love, guidance, and mentorship.  Some of the Senior Statesmen and women who seeded into his life were his God-father Benjamin F. Jones, Mentor - Dr. William Howard M. Griffith, and Elita Caldwell to name a few.
While in therapy and with a strong support system, he started his first of 6 businesses, Prestige Tours (formerly) Barrich & Associates Limousine Service. One of his therapeutic techniques, as taught by Dr. Neiderbach was to write and express himself while experiencing his emotions of pain and happiness.  This technique along with his writings would become the foundation for his career as a writer. 
It would be his mentor Dr. Griffith who inspired William to expand his transportation company.  In 1997, United II Care Medical Transportation Service Inc. was formed to improve the quality of medical transportation for clients in need. Sequentially, in 2003 William start his Prestige Tours Charter Bus Service, United II Care School Transportation Services, and Karate for Kids Childcare Center.. In 2008, William started Prestige Media Productions, Airmid Foundation and Airmid Counseling Services in order to better serve clients within the inner city community of which he was raised, William moved his companies to E. Orange, NJ to an office building that he purchased.  At the age of 33, William took a semi-retirement from his companies to fulfill one of his childhood dreams by attending and graduating from McAllister Institute/American Academy of Mortuary Science as Vice President of his graduating class 2003 in New York City, New York.
In addition to being an Entrepreneur, he is a Fine Artist, Published Author, as well as a Director & Producer of films.  He wrote his first novel “Clipped Wings, They Do Fly” as a semi-autobiographical sketch of his life in which has now been turned into a full feature film.  After battling depression for many years, William was able to reflect on the notes that he retained while in counseling with Shelly Neiderbach PhD.  Those same writings became essential for giving depth to the main character in his fictional novel and movie. The original script for this novel was written as a tribute to his parents, Otha Donald (late) and Josephine P. Barbee.  William used this novel to honor his mother for her long contributions and sacrifices. He believes that in spite of her physical disabilities, her teachings are forever reminders of how to stay 
grounded in these tough economic times.  He credits her Clipped Wings for his ability to Fly, which is taken from the old adage, “On your shoulders I stand."
William Michael is the recipient of many awards and merits for his commitment to excellence in business and in the Mental Health fields. In 2017, he was invited by (D) Rep. Donald M. Payne Jr. to speak before a Congressional Subcommittee for the SAB on the challenges with the agency. In May 2013, he, along with The Salvation Army, Petco, and Johnson & Johnson were honored with a reception by The State of New Jersey Governor’s Council on Mental Health Stigma with the 2013 Ambassador’s Award in Business. He also resides as a Trustee on a few organizations; The Foundation at E. Orange General Hospital and The Mental Health Association of Essex to name a few.
​While staying true to the youths, William Michael continues to spread words of hope through countless speaking engagements via radio, social media outlets, and local television programs. He has remained diligent in his efforts to reach, redirect and empower inner city youth.  He teaches the basic core values of honor and respect, while challenging one’s self how to navigate through their various difficulties. He is most proud following his inner convictions.  When asked what advice he would offer to people, he says it would be, “Leave More Than You Take.”
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